
 
Sunday Message Response Guide 

World of Difference - Bridge Building 
Week of June 28, 2020 

 
Core Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
Secondary Scripture: Galatians 3:26-29  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Response Questions 
Monday: Reflecting on Pastor Adrian’s message from Sunday, what made the most impact on you personally? 
 
Jesus didn’t just observe differences in people. He sought them out. Are you actively seeking out diversity in 
your life? 
 
Tuesday: As you read and think about the Core Scripture for this week, what stands out to you? What’s 
something you may not have noticed or considered before? 
 
Our mission statement is: Transformed by God to bring hope to others through Christ. The heart of that 
statement is that we will employ prayer, focus, work and courage to reach beyond our comfort zones to build 
bridges across boundaries on the way to building relationships. How are we doing at that as a church? How 
could we improve? 
 
Wednesday: Read Acts 1:8: As the Holy Spirit directs the church to “Go,” there is a built in expectation that the 
church will become increasingly diverse. This is consistent with how Jesus encouraged his disciples as well. 
How did that challenge the people of the day and how does it challenge us today? 
Mid-week challenge – If you want to be a part of building bridges in our community, sign up for Best Week 
Ever by clicking this link today! 
 
Thursday: In this clip, Martin Luther King Jr speaks about how Sunday morning at 11 is the most segregated 
hour of the week. Research reveals that 86% of churches have congregations with one predominant racial 
group, However, we learned from Acts this week that the early church of Antioch, where believers were first 
called “Christians” was incredibly multicultural. As it is the inherent nature of the church to be diverse, how 
does our current situation cost us in the experience of God’s design for the church? 
 
Pastor Adrian shared that “main point.” What would you say to a friend who believes that there isn’t much we 
can do to cross dividing lines and make things better? 
 
Friday: • There is an argument to be made that if God didn’t intend for us to reach the world as ministers of 
reconciliation, He would have just taken us up to heaven when we receive salvation. How does being a 
minister of reconciliation give you purpose and direction for how you live your life? 
 
Check out this short message from Latasha Morrison, founder of Be The Bridge, on racial tension, 
reconciliation and the church. How does her message move you to build bridges? 
 
Optional Video Links 
• For a light-hearted & touching look at being a bridge builder, check out this clip: Be Together, Not The Same 
• Worship: Building Bridges, And The Earth Shall Know 

https://abeaconofhope.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/369199
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1q881g1L_d8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tg8TuQNCIPc&t=70s
https://youtu.be/0Cz6drXxrMI
https://youtu.be/soWiJ-isHFg
https://youtu.be/Q9oAJSsbA6U


 
Life Group Leader Discussion Guide 

World of Difference - Bridge Building 
Week of June 28, 2020 

 
Optional Ice Breaker #1 What do you look for in a friend? 
Optional Ice Breaker #2 What is a personality trait you see in others that you wish you had? 
 
Core Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Secondary Scripture: Galatians 3:26-29  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Questions for Group Discussion 
• As you read and think about the Core Scripture for this week, what stands out to you? What’s something you 
may not have noticed or considered before? 
 
• Reflecting on Pastor Adrian’s message from Sunday, what made the most impact on you personally? 
 
• Our mission statement is: Transformed by God to bring hope to others through Christ. The heart of that 
statement is that we will employ prayer, focus, work and courage to reach beyond our comfort zones to build 
bridges across boundaries on the way to building relationships. How are we doing at that as a church? How 
could we improve? 
 
•  As you read and think about the secondary scripture, what stands out to you? This passage speaks 
powerfully to boundaries that existed in the church in Galatia: culture, position (socio-economic), and gender. 
Why is it critical that we are reminded that our identity comes first from being in Christ? 
 
• Throughout the Scriptures we are challenged to be “in Christ” (for this week, see 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 
3:26 & 3:28). What does that mean for our identity? Our perspective? Our mission? 
 
•  Read Matthew 28:18-20 and  Acts 1:8: As the Holy Spirit directs the church to “Go,” there is a built in 
expectation that the church will become increasingly diverse. This is consistent with how Jesus encouraged 
his disciples as well. How did that challenge the people of the day and how does it challenge us today? 
 
•   Pastor Adrian shared that as believers, we are called to follow Christ’s example to “build bridges, not 
barriers.” What would you say to a friend who believes that there isn’t much we can do to cross dividing lines 
and make things better? 
 
• We have been challenged in recent weeks to pray at 5:18 each day (based on 2 Corinthians 5:18) that God 
would use us to be agents of reconciliation. The heart’s cry of this prayer is asking the Lord to help us build 
bridges. Close your time by praying a 5:18 type of prayer together.   
 
Optional Video Links 
• For a light-hearted & touching look at being a bridge builder, check out this clip: Be Together, Not The Same 
• Worship: Building Bridges, And The Earth Shall Know 

https://youtu.be/0Cz6drXxrMI
https://youtu.be/soWiJ-isHFg
https://youtu.be/Q9oAJSsbA6U

